(fds. note--Philip Berrigan came 

through Des Moines on a fundraiser 
Gor the Mobilization to Save the 

Heartland. He spoke at St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church on January 26. The 
following questions and answers come 
from the period following his talk.) 
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Q@: I'm sure you hear the same 
thing that we hear a lot, about the 
@lace of what's commonly called 
(ivil-disobedience in the struggle 
gzainst nuclear armaments, and the way 
it's often phrased is, "Don't you 
think that puts people off more than 

it accomplishes?" What is your re- 
"sponse to that? 

A: Well, truth has never been fa- 
nous for winning popular support. The 
greatest and most truthful people-- 
well, those are synonyms, the most 
great people have always been the most 
truthful--down through history, women 
and men--have never been especially 
popular figures. But in the long haul, 
it's what we owe one another most, the 
truth. Civil disobedience does so 
much to unmask the horrors of our time, 

\ and not only -the destructive side of 
the horrors but also the lies upon 
which the horrors are built. I don't 
know if we've thought of it this much, 
but the summit lie, the final and 
iitimate lie, is always war, because 
it is the most contrary perversion 

to what we are as human beings. We 
are intended by God, both in creation 
and redemption, to be sisters and 
brothers. When we go for each other's 
jugular, now with annihilatory weap- 
oms, we're into the ultimate perver- 
sion or lie. So when people commit 
civil disobedience, they do some un- 
asking, they do a revelatory thing. 
They strip the veneer off of the pu- 
irid mess beneath, and they expose 
some of its stench to sometimes sen- 
sitive nostrils. But they perform a 
great service. 

The fact of the matter is that, 
today, those who cherish the law are 
those who are breaking it most often, 
because the law today is driven into 
an ultimate degradation. It is legal- 
‘izing the prospect of global suicide. 
‘Ti we go into nuclear war, it's all 
going to be legal. We will have legal 
tacking from acts of Congress, we'll 
fave it from SALT I, certainly, and 
gessibly SALT III because SALT II has 
‘been torpedoed. It'll ali be legal. 
‘And it's legal today; Offutt Air Force 
is legal, the Pentagon is impeccably 
legai. Everything is legal, and 
feath is legal in this country and 
this society, and the preparations for 
death are legal. And those who speak 
out for life, in order to retum sub- 
Siance to the law, are suddenly 
iliegal. 

So we tend to say today that those 
woo go into so-called civil disobe- 
fience are those who are restoring 
Beaning to the law, because it has no 
feaning now. I'm not saying all law, 
Im saying the law that protects this 
resent obscenity, this present lock- 
step into mass slaughter. It has no 
Beaning and it has no substance. 

Tose who break the law in a non- 
Wiolent, thoughtful and responsible 


my 


manner are the really legal people in 
HAMAS) WeOUla EEN | 

You remember in one of Paul's 
letters he says there's only one law. 
He's summing up the ten commandments, 
and he says they all come down to 
this, that you love your neighbor as 


you love yourself. Everything that is 
really law is based on that, and if it 
isn't it's not law. So the people who 
go to Offutt, or to the Bangor base 

or to General Hlectric in King of 
Prussia or to the Electric Boat 
Company in Groton or wherever the war 
party has some function, they are the 
people of -justice, because they love 
other people, and they are the people 
who will, if we have time, restore 
meaning to the law. 

Q: How do you reconcile an atti- 
tude of nonviolence toward people with 
a willingness to commit violence 
against property? 

A: Well, to begin with, material- 
ity is intended by God to be placed 
under the stewardship of all of us for 
the enhancement of life. Peter Maurin 
was fond of saying, "There isn't 
enough around for the greed of all, 
but there's enough around for the need 
of all." And that pretty much sums up’ 
the Biblical plan as it has been re- 
vealed to us by God. God is the only 
owner of materiality; we have no title 
to materiality, to material things, 
to property.: And we are only exer- 
cising stewardship over it when we 
use it to enhance human life, to 
nourish life, to bring it to its ful- 
fillment and its full meaning. . 

Now, what about a Mark 12A missile 
that you hammer back into some sort of 
scrap, you make it unrecognizable, you 
punch holes in it, and you batter the 
hell out of it? It's not property, 
because it's not contributing to the 
enhancement of life. It's a perverted 
type of materiality that has to be 
converted back to some sort of human 
use. In court they said to us, “What 
are you doing, tampering with GE's 
private property?" It's our under- 
standing that Mark 12A's, whatever 
their intended use is, belong to the 
people of this country. They're pay- 
ing for them. And the polls show that 
the people of this country have big 
questions about using their property 
to annihilate an enemy which in turn 
will annihilate us. So it seems at 
some point a conversion process has to 
be initiated and has to be kicked off. 


And then, finally, I'd like to sa 
that it's the vision of the prophets ° 
of the Old Testament--I have Isaiah 
and Micah in mind especially--that 
the mark of a people that is faithfu 
to God, which is to say faithful to 
one another, will be to hammer sword 
back into plowshares and spears into 
pruninghooks. Short of that, the 
people are unfaithful. 

Hither the people will begin the 
disarmament process here in this 
country--and we pointed to that act 
as the first act of disarmament in 3' 
years after 6000 alleged internation 
disarmament talks--either the people 
will begin to disarm or we're going 
to die. 

Q: Some Catholic bishops are be- 
ginning to speak out on nuclear 
armaments. Would you comment on thal 

A: To begin with, I would like t« 
ask you what difference it would make © 
if they had not spoken out. Because, | 
like so many of you, I have been 
working for years in times when they 
have not spoken out, and one can't 
allow that to ‘be a deterrent. 

I am immensely grateful that a 
few bishops have spoken--and some of 
these bishops are friends of mine--bi 
I would require a great deal more 
from them than mere words. I think © 
action is much more effective by way 
of statement to people than words are 
People need example, they need com- 
munity, they need sisters and brothe) 
of fiber around them who'll take some 
risks. It's what we all need. 

I'm grateful. 
But I have a highly qualified respons | 
First of all, the bishops here in 3 
this -country have not recognized the 
role that political prisoners have 
played in the struggle against nucle: 
weapons, and only Sullivan, to my 
knowledge, has visited these people- 
in jail. There are about twelve to 
fifteen people in jail, some of them 
for a very, very, very long time, 
right now. Maybe these people have 
held off this darkness from engulfin; 
all of us just a little bit. And th: 
deserve to be recognized. So I sug: 
gest that the bishops not only 
recognize their role as being the mo; 
Christian and truthful one, but also 
visit them, support them. The next 
thing would be to renounce the posse: 
sion of nuclear weapons rather than. 
just their use. We don't have any 
right to these things. We've got in 
excess of 35,000 warheads and we 
don't have any right to one. You car 
not square the possession of these 
things with the Christian Gospel, or 
with common sense, for that matter. 
And then the third thing they need tc 
do is to begin to commit some civil 
disobedience (or, if you prefer, 
tivil obedience, or, if you prefer, 
divine obedience). Them most of all. 
The Scripture says that they are shef 
herds, and that means that you pro- 
tect your people. Their people have 
been protecting them. That has to 
change: otherwise something happens 
to the meaning of your reading of the 
Gospel. Something is all skewed up. 

So, my two cents' worth on the 
Catholic bishops. I'm very grateful — 
they have spoken. They need to do a — 
great deal more. And let’s not let 
their lack of example deter us from 
doing what we need to do. 


Friends , 


We are m weed of momey... PLAini AndsimPle. We 
have been Rehabine Jazarus fouse for /9 months. 
This Protect has free7 cur community cavshull ly 
ovr extended, Lazarus House will be needed 
thrs sprive. The inevitable. jincrerse In 6uests 
AS warmeR weatheR makes travel possidle im- 
Presses vPon US the LREENCY of compsETine HIS 
task. Please be 6eneRovS 72 US 36 we can be 
hospitable to the many PooPke who will come in Need. 
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Frank Cr vpro 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


To raise money for a legal defense fund, the Towa Resisters are hosting 
a chili supper from 4-6pm, Sunday, March 7, at Hawthorn Hill, 921 Pleasant, 
Des Moines. Special music will be provided by Kristin Layng, and a showing 
of the documentary "El Salvador: Another Vietnam?" will begin at 6:15pm. 
A donation of $3 is suggested for the meal; the movie afterwards is free. 


Cult and culture are the first’ two 
-- points in Peter Maurin’s program for 
the Catholic Worker Movement. 
Therefore; Mass is celebrated every 
Friday night(unless otherwise noted) 
at the Worker house, 713 Indiana 
(one block north of University) at 
8:00 PM. . 
Following the liturgy on alternate 
Fridays, discussions take place. 
_ PLEASE NOTE: Mass is every week, the 
discussions are every other week, 
according to the schedule below. 
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All’ are welcome to join us 
around the Lord's table and for 
| clarification of thought. 


Feb. 12--NO MASS; Bishop Leroy 

| Matthiesen of Amarillo will 
be speaking at St. Ambrose 
Cathedral at 7:30. 

Feb. 26--Dennis Steele will talk 
about the work of Amnesty 
International. 

March 12--Tom Cordaro will talk 
about war tax resistance(this 
is rescheduled from an earlier 
date when it was cancelled 

: due to weather). 

March 19--SPECIAL MASS AND 

q CELEBRATION IN HONOR OF 

} SAINT JOSEPH, Patron of 

. the Catholic Worker. 

| April 2--"From Hostility to 
Hospitality", a review of 

| Henri Nouwen's Reaching Out 

ll given by Frank. , 

April 9--GOOD FRIDAY; NO MASS 
OR MEETING. 


February 12,1982 
7:30 pm. 


607 High St. . 
Des Moines, |A. 
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The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


| Catholic Worker House 
+913 Indiana, Des Moines, Iowa 


Monsignor Ligutti House of Hospitality 
1301 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


The Nuclear 
Arms Race: 
The Moral De 


“Lazarus House 
1317 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


5t. Birgitta's Farming Community 
it. 1, Box 97, Milo, Iowa 


Jommunity: Richard Cleaver, Frank 
Yordaro, Duane Grady, Mauro Heck, 
John Haitchens, Jerry Mehalovich, 
lorman Searah, .Mike Sprong. 


A/wake (for) the Mobe: come celebrate, reminisce, regroup, sing along 
with Joe Taschetta, at the Oak Room of the Memorial Union, University 
of Northern Iowa, February 19. For more details contact Brent Vanderlinden 
at 515-292-4381 or Rusty Martin -at 319-277-1823. 


The Iowa Peace Network is sponsoring a number of events in the near 


DWT =) aFAID future, On February 14 a German Mennonite, Hans Joachim Wienss, will 
{ tae CH Ale be in Iowa City to talk about the Huropean. peace movement. On February 
‘To = A 26, a film of the Women's Pentagon Action will be shown at 6:00pm at 


the Des Moines Valley Friends Meetinghouse. And on March 18 the Des 
Moines Peace Cluster will have a meeting about tax resistance. For 
details contact the Iowa Peace Network, 515-274-4851. 
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in Memoriam 
Frank J. Sheed 


1897-1981 


"Books," Dorothy was constantly 
reminding us, "are necessities." 
It is a statement that Frank Sheed 
}could equally have made. Frank was 
|like Dorothy in his dedication to 
simple living; and even more like 
Jher in his dedication to the word. 
For over forty years, the publishing 
firm of Sheed & Ward(the Ward was 
his wife Maisie)was the vehicle 
for the best in Catholic writing-- 
and the most radical. Peter Maurin's 
Easy Essays were first published 
in book form by Sheed & Ward, as 
was Dorothy's House of Hospitality. 
For Frank, the word was a gift 
Jof God beautiful in itself and 
precious as the bearer of truth. 
His early experience as a street- 
corner speaker for the Catholic 
Evidence Guild in London(to which 
he Migrated from his native Australia 
shortly after World War I)taught 
him "the value of saying exactly 
what you mean. No rule," he was 
convinced, "could be more impor- 
tant in theology." And Frank 
shared with Peter and Dorothy the 
belief that the treasure of Catholic 
thought were the property of all, 
not just scholars. The impulse 
J|which led to the founding of The 
Catholic Worker was the same as 
that which gave life to Sheed & 
Ward. 
But Frank was no bookworm. He 
had a wit and verve about him that 
made plain thinking about the 
truths of the Faith seem like high 
adventure and great fun. 
Dorothy and Frank were the 
closest of friends. He wrote in 
his book The Church and I about the 
jjtimes they spent in the thirties 
commiserating with each other about 
their respective troubles, while 


Frank was a frequent Friday night 
speaker at the Worker in New York; 

I remember once he appeared with a 
manila envelope pinned to his sweater 
lest he forget his latest manuscript 
in the train. 

The last time I saw Frank Sheed 
was at Dorothy's funeral. There were 
many mourners, but most of the rgst 
of us were there to do honor to a 
great teacher. Frank was there to 
bid farewell to a fond friend, and 
his grief was unaffected at this 
parting. F 

It was less than a year later, 
that Frank himself died 
last November 20, that Frank him- 
self died. I trust that he and 
Dorothy and Maisie are once again 
contentedly sharing soup and words. 
--RGC 


In paradisum 
deducant te angeli 


Peter "was off in cloudland somewhere". 
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community : 


by Kristin Layng 


Helen Tichy was one of the earliest 
members of the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker extended community. She came 
to the house to help when it was first 
opened and has been helping ever since. 
But she has beén interested in the 
Catholic Worker much longer than the 
five years that our house has been in | 
existence. It was in 1945, thirty- 
seven years.ago, that Helen started 
receiving the Catholic Worker news- 
paper from New York. I will let her 
tell you about it. - ] 

"Well, it was like this. Around 
about 1945, my first year as a teacher 
in Des Moines elementary schools, I 
was attending a meeting one evening. 

A friend of mine there, a retired 
principal, told me ‘she had sent my 
name into the Catholic Worker and that 
I would soon be receiving a little 
paper from New York that would be one 
of the best things I had ever read. 
She was right." H 

What impressed Helen most about 
these people in New York was their 
sincere imitation of the life of 
Christ. "They didn't just give to the 
poor; they also lived with them. 

Jesus Christ wasn't found in the pal- 
aces or in the homes of the affluent 
of his day, but with the poor fisher- 
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men, the sinners, the prisoners and 
the outcasts. They not only worked to 
supply the daily needs of the poor, 
but demonstrated against the injus- 
tices of society that contribute so 
greatly to making paupers of human 
beings. Dorothy Day was jailed many 
times for her civil disobedience of ° 
unjust laws and conditions. Jesus 
Christ also spent time in jail for the 
same reasons." oS 

Helen has long been interested in 
working with the poor. When she first 
came to Des Moines as a teacher, she 
requested placement working with 
underprivileged students. Having been 
poor herself, she said, she was espe- 
cially concermed with these children. 

Helen began realizing many connec- 
tions between political and economic 
unjustices and the plight of the na- 
tion's poor through reading the 
Catholic Worker. She said that she 
has learned a great deal through her 
association with the Catholic Worker 


movement, first in New York and now in . 


Des Moines as well. She learned that 
the money spent on military armaments 
kills people even if the weapons them- 
selves are never used. By diverting 
billions of dollars from social spend- 
ing to military spending, the govern- 
ment takes from the poor and gives to 
the rich. 

She said that at first, some of 
these ideas and connections seemed "a 
bit far-out." But now, she says, "I 
think the radicals are the smart ones.' 

Helen has become quite a radical 
herself. She has been with us at many 
actions both locally and at Omaha, and 


‘has been an active and supportive part 


of our resistance effort. This past 
November, she drove with Jacquee 
Dickey, Jan Hussman and myself to 
Washington D.C. for the two-day Women’ 
Pentagon Action. She has ‘been active 
in efforts to bring an end to U.5S. 
intervention in El Salvador. 

Since the first day she dame to the 
house to help out, Helen has been a 
source of strength. She is very aware 
of our Catholic Worker "roots" and 
helps us to.remember them. She has 
seen the community in all stages of 
its development, both good and bad, 
and her confidence in us helps us to 
continue. : 

"Sometimes," she says, “you can't 
tell the guests from the staff. Peopl 
seem so comfortable there. That's how 
it should be." 

Helen quotes Peter Maurin as 
saying, "'If no one took more than 
enough for his needs, there would be 
enough for all.' We need the Catholic 
Workers to show us how to live." But 
with her stories and memories, Helen 
helps to show us.. Thanks, Helen, for 


being a part of this community. We «= 


love you. 


ST, JOSEPH 


HOSPITALITY 


by Duane Grady 


On December 28, I was one’ of 20 
persors who risked arrest by illegally 
entering the Offutt Air Force Base in 
Omaha. My actions that day were a 
simpie testimony of faith and active 
resistance. The experiences I had 
that day, from a worship service in 
which my mind floated from the numb- 
ness in my toes to the meaning of our 
action, to our first steps onto feder- 
al property, to the arrest and booking 
procedure, all leave me with a clearer 
vision of the importance of 
hospitality. 

When I talk to others about our ac- 
‘waleiay eabige ius) likes wwlackin. Iara EE Toveieing 
questions about the radicalism of our 
behavior. JI can agree that risking 
arrest is radical but I contend that 
the daily work of hospitality is far 
more radical. 

A radical act ought to be defined 
as something that challenges the 
status quo, or promotes sincere struc- 
tural change. A radical act is the 
antithesis of behavior which supports 
society's present makeup. Taking this 
definition of radicalism to heart, I 
think, sheds the light on the impor- 
tance of hospitality in the ziving of 
a radical way of life. ; 

The action on December 28 was an 
act which occurred in a given moment 
and place. Our actions come alive 


Hansen 


(We have been doing hospitality at 
Hansen House about two years. During 
that time some thirty people have 
resided here. As with every program 
or institution(God forbid we ever 
become one)people are beginning to 
ask what our "success" has been. Since 
we are not success-oriented here, we 
have not given much thought to the 
issue. What criteria do we use to 
determine success or failure? When 
you do hospitality it means living 
with people out of prison who have 
concerns and fears according to how 
they see the world after having . been 
confined for a number of years. Just 
learning how to cope with the infla- 
tion of the past few years may have 
a major psychological impact on men 
who are coming out. What I think is 
needed by these men may be way out 
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whenever we share the experience with 
others or are identified as having 
acted, but I think there is a quali- 
tative difference between an action 
and a lifestyle. The work of hospi- 
tality is a call to commit yourself to 
a way of living. It is possible tO 
commit an act of civil disobedience 
and go through all the legal proce- 
dures without necessarily altering the 
way you live. But. taking hospitality 
seriously, is not possible without that 
affecting your life. The people who 
enter our house constantly enter into 
our personal circle and stretch our 
limitations: We are forced to face a 
truer pieture of ourselves and to ac- 
knowledge that the question "who is 
thy neighbor" applies to even the most 
difficult of personalities. 

My commitment to hospitality stems 
from a belief that the real source of 
violence in®our society is alienation 
and depersonalization. The Joint 
Chiefs' Targeting Planning Staff at 
Offutt is able to consider limited 


of line until they have dealt with 
the more subtle needs and fears. 

So I asked Gary Hall--a former 
resident and now a part of the 
extended community--to give his 
impressions of our success or failure. 
This is what he wrote.--Bob Cook) 

HKKKEKERKE 

Since joining the community at 
Hansen House on May 4, 1981, I have 
seen many men come out of prison, 
join the community and move on. 

Some were asked to leave for one 
reason or another, some left to 
move into residences of their own, 
some to wives and families and some 
back to prison. The thing I've seen 
precious little of is success. 

It doesn't take a very large IQ 
to realize that prisons are designed 
to fail since success would put them 
out of business. This inherent 


failure affects every man, confined 
in prison and, as we've seen, it has 
disastrous effects upon release to 
the free, or should I say “less 
confined", community. 

Upon release after x number of 
months or years we have the same 
problems and proclivities we had 
when we entered prison, another group 
of problems that developed while we 
were in prison, plus a total unfami- 
liarity with the was the "free world" 
operates. As an example, I've lived 
most of my life in Des Moines and 


nuclear war because it sees Hurope 
a "theater" and the millions of Dem 
ons ‘Living there, as Texpendaay 
casualties". The military minds 
of "acceptable and unacceptable 
damage" when they discuss the lives) 
real human beings. 
I have been asked by people whd) 
have lived in Des Moines all thei 
lives where I see the poor in the 
city. The few months I have Lived) 
here cause me to wonder in respouse 
where does one not see the poor. 
problem is that we tend to Te pers 
sohs into the category labeled ° 
and talk about them as abstract a 
Where hospitality becomes radical 
by allowing us to not only put humm 
faces with "the poor” but names aim 
stories with individual persons wig 
can then become our friends. No | 
longer do they have an abstract id 
tity. They are real and seen and” 
known to us. 
Hospitality is a radical force = 
within the peace movement. Just & 
the bulk of society turns its bathy 
the plight of those who suffer, iti 
a temptation aie eae wae peace movell 
to divert one's attention into Wore 
It-is possible to be so caught pe 
the issues and the busy work befom 
that we are guilty of avoiding the 
individuals who need us most. 
Thus, I find I need to do hospita 
ity far more than the work of hosp 
tality needs me. If I am serious 
about challenging the basic assulip 
tions of the social order I critiom 
then it is through hospitality thay 
can live that challenge, for the j& 
ment is not based upon how many && 
‘works we are known for, but in out 
treatment of and response to "even™ 
least of these". 
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drove a taxi here for several yea 
Today it took me over an hour to 
learn where and how to pay a trafill 
ticket. Everything I knew about 
city of Des Moines seems no longer 
to be valid. Actually I'm one of the 
lucky ones as I was injured in pris 
and receive a disability check evel 
month. I really don't know how I 
would fate if I were to have to 
compete in the labor market of ody 

Men released from Iowa's prisolis 
almost to a man have no marketable 
skills. Few have high-school diplor 
or GED's. Yet with seemingly no cha 
some do make it. For the sake of ~ 
argument let us say that 10% make i 
and the rest fall by the wayside 
one manner or another. This meager 
percentage makes it under what musy 
be considered about the most adverie 
circumstances possible. In the la 
auage of the law these penalties iI 
posed upon a man returning from 
prison to society are called "civil 
disabilities" and are far more devas 
tating than most physical disabilite 

I wonder if it's time we reviews 
the viability of this form of 
continuing punishment? Is it worthy 
of us aS a society to sentence a ml 
to ten years when we really mean 
life? 

We read at least once a month aif 
the barbarity in Iowa's prisons. We 
friends, the real barbarity is out 
here and it pales in comparison to 
that of the prison walls. 
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Unto Us A Child Is Born 


by Lydia Caros 


I came home for my Christmas holi- 
ay the very weekend that most of my 
family" at the Worker was gone, 
they were at SAC as peace witnesses 
m the Feast of the Holy Innocents. 
me house was quiet and cozy. Teri 
as around, too near for her due date 
t) be demonstrating. Matt, the 
tither-to-be, had arrived a few days 
@tlier. John was home because he 
fad to work. Maggie was there, help- 
ing to cover the House all weekend. 

Karly Sunday morning, as I walked 

bleary-eyed to the bathroon, 
Teri was already up and about and an- 
qounced, "I'm glad you're here. I'm 
ging to have my baby soon.” Every- 
me set about preparing the house for 
the birth. Teri had planned all along 
to have the baby at home and had been 
taking classes from. a midwife which 
tei her well-prepared for the event. 
There was alot of scurrying around 
that day putting plastic sheets on 
the bed, setting up the “birthing 

oon" (my old bedroom) and sterili- 
jing towels and other materials. I 
ted seen many deliveries, but never a 
tone birth. My experience with home 
“elivery consisted of what I'd seen 
tn old movies where everyone boils 
“ater and rushes frantically upstairs 
tehind the closed door where the doc- 
Sris. It has never been clear to 
be wt :t they actually did with the 
ater. Now I would have the opportu- 
mity! Esther brought over a tiny 
grib and before long it looked as 
hough everything was ready except 
Sri, She had broken her "bag of 
Maters" but hadn't yet started to 
leye contractions. Still no change 
w evening, so Dan and I went to see 
eds" and all of us went to bed 
meventfully. 


Melwas awakened at 5 a.m. the next 
toring by Esther, who had been up 

vith Teri since 3 o'clock when her 
xtive labor began. Esther was dili- 
mnily recording the time of each 
sntraction and trying to keep Teri 
smfortable. Esther wanted me to exa- 
mine Teri and see how far along she 

ws, so I got up and joined the 
metivity. 


It was snowing softly outside. In 
iveen times for examining Teri, I 
ky awake in bed and watched the snow- 
fill, enjoying the quiet of the mo- 
mais. Teri's baby was going to be 
bpm on the Feast of the Holy 
Mmocents. How many Innocents would 
% born today, I wondered, and how 
wll their lives be affected by our 
Mowing world tensions and capacity 
mr destruction? The world outside 
te window looked gentle in the dark 
Biiliness. 

At one point that morning there was 


some doubt about whethes tie midwife 
would be able to make it from Ames. 
The roads were pretty hazardous. I 


admit that I felt pretty nervous about 


that possibility - I'm comfortable 
AFTER babies are born. But she did 
arrive around 8 o'clock and there was 
plenty of time before the birth, 


Now I was finally going to find out 
what all the boiling water was about! 


By this time the bedside coaching 
squad consisted of John, Esther, Raa 
(midwife) and me. Matt paced down- 


stairs in the Peace and Justice Center 


and paled whenever he heard Teri's 
groans. I periodically ran down to 
tell him things were going fine and 
encouraged him to come upstairs and 
give Teri support. 
room slowly, hesitating at the door- 
way, and if he saw blood anywhere he 
generally lost all courage and headed 
back downstairs. 

Maggie was a great help. 


other bringing cranberry ice cubes 
for Teri, food for the coaching team 
and the famous boiled water. On top 
of that, she made sure the guests 
were taken care of (with the expert 
help of Marilyn). 


By noon everyone was beginning to 
feel worm out. John and Esther were 
‘terrific coaches. 


He'd walk into the 


She made 
a hundred trips from one house to the 


~ 


The two of them had 


agement. I wasn't surprised by that 
sort of thing from Esther, who having 
had 8 children of her own, would 
really understand Teri's needs. But 
I was impressed by John's sensitivity 
and support through it all. Aside 
from numerous cigarette breaks, he 
remained steadfast and unflinching 
throughout. 

Teri, no minor character in this 


event, remained her typically durable 
and controlled self with intermittent 
dry humor that had us all laughing 
by the bedside. About a half hour 
before the birth, she was getting 
pretty frustrated (and exhausted) and 
couldn't understand why the whole 
thing was taking so long. During her 
contractions we all tried to encour- 
age her with how much we could see 


of the baby's head and we kept telling 


her it wouldn't be long before it 
would be over. At one point towards 
the end of a long contraction, with 
all of us shouting with encourage- 
ment, the house buzzer went off - a 
signal from next door - and Teri 
stopped short and said, "Does that 
mean my time is up?" 

Raa, the young midwife, presided. 
She orchestrated the whole delivery 
with a gentle hand - applying the 
‘Cloths soaked in the boiling water to 
the stretching muscles of the birth 
outlet. She was comforting to all of 
us and was able to mark this delivery 
as her 36th (although probably her 
first at a Catholic Worker ). 

When the baby was finally born (24 
hrs. of labor), the room was filled 
with squeals of excitement and tears 
of joy. 
world pink and active and crying. I 
had the privilege of doing her first 
newborn examination and was happy to 
proclaim her normal, healthy and 
beautiful. 


"Unto us a child is given" and her 


birth gave those of us involved a joy 
that we will always hold in our 


hearts, 


Genevieve Lynn came into this 


> ~ 


She truly enters a "demented 
inn" as she joins us all on this 
planet. In her lifetime, may she 
know much love and happiness, and mav 
she see (and be part of) the begi 
nings of a world more just and a 
peace more reachable. 


taken the classes along with Teri (and 
I understand Esther was the only one 
that had actually read the textbook!). 
They helped Teri with her breathing, 
kept her comfortable with leg mas- 
sages, back rubs and words of encour- 


| CW POSITIONS EXPLAINED 


by Richard Cleaver 


In the last installment of this 
series, I quoted from an old labor 
song: "Hearts starve as well as hodies; 
give us bread but give us roses." So 
far I have explained the Catholic Wor- 
ker's objection to any economic system 

that puts profit(private or collective) 

above people, and to any political 

system that pretends to secure human 

freedom by making laws. These go hand 
in hand; and where they don't starve 
the body, they starve the heart. 
Usually they starve both, because he 
hearts and bodies are inseparable. If 
we fail to see that unity, we have 
not begun to make a real revolution. 
If we fail to provide roses, what good 


| is the bread? For a Christian, as our 
own bishop continually reminds us, 
"the bottom line is the dignity of 
_ the human person", not the bottom line 
| of a balance sheet(whether a capitalist 
' balance sheet or a state-centralist _ 
one). Any way of looking at a person 
_ that does not take in the whole of 
that person lessens the: sum of human 
dignity because it mars the likeness 
_ of God which each human being is 
& created to be. Giving in to a false 
. picture of the human person as some 
kind of spirit trapped in a body not 
| only blasphemes against the Incar- 
: nation, it alienates us from ourselves 
| and of course from each other. 
Since people have to live with other 
| people, we have to strengthen that 
_ dignity by just relations with the 
\ individuals in our lives and a just 
“order of society. All of these levels 
go together. There is no social or 
economic revolution without a personal 
one, and no personal revolution with- 
out a social and economic one, all 
simultaneous, all inseparable. 
| "Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God, 
the Lord is one," and so are we, 
individually and collectively. 
Throughout John Paul II's first 
encyclical we are taught to give 
first place to human persons “in all 
the unrepeatable reality of what 
they are and what they do, of their 
intellect and will, of their conscience 
and heart." The Pope quotes his conclu- 
sion in both of his later encyclicals: 


the human person "is the primary and 
fundamental way for the Church, the 
way traced out by Christ himself." 

To be sure, no individual is without 
sin, but, as the Council says, "To 
the children of Adam Christ restores 
the divine likeness which had been 
disfigured from the first sin onward. 
Since human nature as he assumed it 
was not annulled, by that very fact 
it has been raised up to a divine dig- 
nity in our respect too. For by his 
incarnation the son of God has united 
himself in some fashion with every 
human being.” 

Catholic Workers try every day to 
recognize this fact. Some accuse us 
of being a band-aid and ietting the 
deeper trouble go untreated. But to 
one who sees Christ in each person, 
there is a special urgency in dealing 
with that person's immediate needs. 
So we are committed:to "the daily 
practice of the works of mercy". But 
we are also aware that the works of 
mercy can be practiced in such a way 
as to deprive the other of dignity. 
St. Vincent de Paul reminds us to 
practice them so that the poor can 
forgive us for the bread we give them. 
Peter Maurin urged us to practice 
them at-a personal sacrifice because 
only that can restore the balance 
of have and have-not. When you give 
of your need, not your abundance, you 
are giving not only alms, you are 
not only sharing justice, but you 
are sharing dignity--because you are 
sharing that which you believe you 
deserve to have yourself. 

This.glorious. picture, however, is 
a far cry from the way our society 
treats people. We think of each other 
as less than whole, and our dignity 
is a thing of words only. This is 
covered up by talk of human rights. 
Even the most well-meaning cannot see 
that this vocabulary sets us up as 
apart. Rights language, based in 
private property language, is the 
language of limits, of protecting 
yourself against other people, of 
buying your wholeness at the expense 
of others. Dorothy used to say over 
and over, "Christians cannot stand on 
their rights." We must be more concerned 
with how much we can give to our sis- 
ters and brothers, not how much we can 


protect ourselves from them, much 
less the greatest sin of all, how 
much we can use them. 

In this society we see our siste 
and brothers in terms of our needs 
We make them into objects, tools @ 
our own use. We no longer look for 
our vocations, but for jobs. We ak 
concerned with how much money ve Ca 
make. In a time of enormous unenpli 
ment, Peter Maurin shocked many 
speaking not of providing jobs Dus 
"firing the bosses", a complete % 
orientation of the way we look at 
work. John Paul speaks of a cally” 
must see first and foremost Christ 
saying in some way to each member @ 
the community: ‘Follow me'.” This) 
requires "an adequate awareness ofs 
the individual Christian's vocatial 
and responsibility for this singules 
unique and unrepeatable grace by Wim 
each Christian in the community 04 
people of God builds up the body of 
Christ." If we foster this deep Seis 


of divine purpose, the problems of 
self-esteem that trouble us so in 
these times will vanish--but we camil 
confuse searching out our vocation 
with job-hunting. We must fire the 
bosses and trust in God instead, tis 
that God will take care of us if we” 
are pursing the vocation that is Gods 
special gift to each of us. It is the 
lilies of the field, pure and simple 
And any Catholic Worker can tell you” 
it works. 
And once we have found that yocatill 
Then we will no longer be divided — 
against ourselves, because we will & 
living out our deepest, truest natuney 
But we are kept from this know- 
ledge by the way society regards peopl 
as just items in the cost of producti 
Work need not suit the worker, only 
the assembly line and the ledger, 
Pius XI put it best: "Very many 
employers treat their workersas mere 
tools....Bodily labor, which was 
decreed by Providence for the good of 
the human body and soul, even after 
original sin, has been changed every- 
where into an instrument of strange 
perversion, for dead matter leaves 
the factory ennobled and transformed) 
where human beings are corrupted and 


% 


maded."" And those who are not 
miucetive", by reason of age or 
sical condition, are shut away. 
Jhen we go home from work we are 

n put into a slot that serves 

y-making ends rather than human 

nity, and again our whole nature 

tetrayed. As at work we are valued 


ow much we produce, at home we 
valued by how much we consume. 
me taught to "need" things we 
let have no use for, and we 
insecure and inadequate when 
¢ "needs" cannot be met. The 
Fextreme example of this is 
tendency to include even people 
he Category of consumer goods. 
the habit of using sexual 
ctiveness to sell things, it 
Mesccome a saleable item in its 
might. People are summed up by 
tflosely they conform to some 
Rary(but expensive)standard of 
yy, and woe to those who fall 
of the standard. As a result, 
ye in a pornographic society. 
“tis is reinforced at a deeper 

j, an internal one. We are 

ft to be ashamed of our bodies. 
SW Up Unaware of them, we 

e them and abuse them, unable 
@ that they are temples of the 
Spirit. We live entirely in 
eads. We forget that even in 
rwe are matter as well as 

&, we have voices to sing with 
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and hands to gesture with and knees 
to kneel on. 

Or else we grow up too aware of 
our bodies, with our physical equip- 
ment. We let them rule our every act. 
We judge our relationships by the 
gender of the two people involved, 
and fail to see the possibility of a 
loving relationship with someone of 
the "wrong" gender. Worst of all, if 
we are men we deny the "feminine" 
parts of ourselves, or if we are 
women, the "masculine" parts. We 
cannot know ourselves, we cannot 
know each other. How can we love? 

None of this is what Christ wants 
for us. He even joined divinity with 
humanity, the perfect contradiction 
to our effort to split things up. 
Christ came to bring abundant life 
to us, varied life, rich life, life 
in all our parts, life rooted in 


wholeness. It is no accident that 
holy, healthy and whole all come from 
the same root, just as it is no acci- 
dent that salvation comes from the 
Latin word for health. This is not to 
say that we should spend our days 
working for some kind of self-fulfill- 
ment or perfect adjustment. A tryly 
human vision, a true picture of the 


wholeness of the human person, includes 


the reality of suffering. It has to, 
because it includes the need to serve. 
The pursuit of wholeness and holiness 
is not the pursuit‘of pleasure. Our 
text is not the self-help manual but 
the Scripture, and our model is not 
the successful graduate of a weekend 
quick-fix seminar but the suffering 
servant. There are no shortcuts to 
the personal revolution that breaks 
down the divisions I have mentioned. — 
- The Catholic Worker depends on 

three things to help bring about this 
revolution--personalism, nonviolence 
and community. Personalism means we 
believe in taking people as unique-- 
that is why our houses of hospitality- 
are so different from social agencies. 
We have no guidelines for eligibility, 
no proper chain of authority, no cut- 
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and-dried formula for dealing with: our 
guests. The person's own history and 
needs and behavior are our norms. 

And this personalism goes the other 
direction too. We do not expect 
others to carry our our responsibili- 
ties, and we do not try to play it 
safe and avoid committing ourselves. 
Personal responsibility for our- 
selves and each other is a powerful 
antidote to the poison of indiffer- 
ence to other people which permeates 
our society. 

Worse even than indifference is 
violence. It strikes at the very root 
of human dignity. For us, nonviolence 
is never just the tactic of the day; 
it is the core of our life. It means 
being willing at all times to yield 
for the sake of another, because we 
know the other as a whole person, with 
the dignity of a child of God. Just 


as violence, infringing the dignity 
of another, can never make up for our 
lost dignity, so no violent revolution 
can establish justice because it is 
itself the worst of injustices. 
Finally, once we see each other 
as we are, the way nonviolence lets 
us see each other, we come to nourish 
the seed of community. Community is 
both teacher and remedy. It teaches 
us the skills of cooperation, accomo- 
dation, and graceful yielding which 
must be mastered to live nonviolently; 
and it replaces indifference and 
alienation with the healing warmth 
of love and respect. Community nakes 
sure our personal revolution is not 
empty--e#ther because there is no one 
to share it, or because it is based 
solely on self. The quest for whole- 
ness is not rugged individualism 
because it doesn't set up barriers. 
Etis granting omotbecs. the dignity 
you nave found in yourself by dis- 
covering your wholeness. It is servant- 
hood to all, as Christ was servant to 
all, and as such it inevitably flows 
into our social relationships. 
And that is the topic for next 
time. page 7 


what’s 
happening 


by Frank Cordaro 


I try to do a number of things in bishops alorie do not make a witnessing 
this monthly column. It's kind of a: church. Community is a big factor. 
catch-all for mentioning the events Ours reaches beyond the houses at any 
that would otherwise go unnoticed, given time. A list of our visitors 
report on-going projects we're working during the past couple of months 
on, give an account of the many friends surely reflects this. Five former 
and visitors who make their way to the community members came back for visits: 


CW and, what is hardest, give a flavor Randy Gieseke, Lydia Caros, John Shoup, 
of what is happening with the community Walter Clark and Rusty Martin. 


as a whole. Getting a reading on a CW Randy stopped by on his way to 
community is like stopping the Missis- Texas where he hopes to make some 
sippi River in midstream--it can't be money with his brother. Lydia was 
done. The best I can do is relay to with us twice, spending three days 
you given moments in our community's during Christmas( just in time to be 
flow that reflect what we would like at the delivery of Teri's baby--her 
to be. One of those moments in the past thoughts on that can be found on page 
couple of months had to be the Friday 5)and again for a week in January. 
night mass and talk by Bishop Dingman. John came back during Christmas also, 
The bishop is one of our most loyal missing most of us who were at SAC. 
supporters and we try to have him for We had hoped to see him there but 
a Friday night at least twice a year. weather did not permit. We look for- 
The word has gotten out among many of ward. to having him for summer duty 
our past guests that he was to be with again! Waillter dropped in for a visit 
seme > Bi and to let us know he is back in the 


city. And Rusty spent a couple of days 
with us while attending the Nuclear 
Freeze conference. He is one of a 
number of present and former community 
members -awaiting prosecution for 
refusing to register. Events in TelAVeNIE 
lives and in our community may change 
quickly if the wholesale prosecutions 
Reagan has promised begin to occur. 
Tim Button and Chris Maloney spent 
a) few daysewith us helping out around 
the houses. Tim has an interest in 
truck farming and we may see more of 
him as the summer approaches. Chris 
helped us get our more than sixty 


us, so of the 35 or so people gathered publications properly displayed and 

that night about half were current or filed in the Justice and Peace Center. 

past guests. Now if we can only keep up with them. 
The Bishop never looked so comfort- We are in need of someone who could 

able as he did that night. Afterwards give three to six hours a week for 

he gave a report on the recent bishops’ upkeep of the Center and filing chores. 

meeting in Washington. We asked what Anyone interested contact us. 

he thought the administration would do We had visitors from both coasts 

to try to influence the forthconing as well. Rhea and Char from the CW 

pastoral on nuclear weapons and war. farm in Sheep Ranch, California, 

I was most surprised by the bishop's dropped by during their Christmas trip. 

response. He spoke of the signs of And Gary Donatelli(one of the famous 


"altar-boy"trio of the New York CW 


fascism growing in this country and 
along with Brian Terrell and our own 


how we will probably have our own 


Bishop Romeros, along with detention Richard Cleaver) brought three of our 
camps for dissidents. Who would have comrades from New York, Kathy, Sharon 


and Friar Bill, for an overnight stay 
before they all headed back east after 
the wedding of Brian Terrell and Betsy 
Keenan of the Davenport CW. Richard 


predicted a bishop in Des Moines, Lowa, 
identifying rising fascism in the USA 
five years ago? Perhaps our night with 
the bishop is a sign of things to come 
when the bishops of this country will 
identify with the poor and speak of 
resistance and persecution. It is not 
surprising that the CW might give a 
glimpse of the future church. Today it 
is the official teaching of the church 
that Catholics have a right and duty 
to claim CO status, even selective 

CO, should their consciences direct. 
But during World War II the CW alone 
affirmed Catholic men who took this 


stand. 
Strong social statements and vocal 
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and I both went to the weading 
pite predictions of more awill 
The warmth of Betsy and Brians 
for each other and for the pom 
radiated throughout the weekeil 
arctic temperatures. Congravl# 
dear friends--your love and & 
witness are clear signs of hoe 
all of us. : 
Speaking of other CW's, 1a 
happy to make note of two new) 
Worker houses in Iowa, Waterla 
edar Rapids. This makes a wi 
“Seven in the state. Dorothy'ss 


comes on stronger every yea. 
Lazarus House 

How long, Lord? These worst 
heard often from my lips 
in regard to Lazarus House. Au 
can say at this point is, pit 
is steady but ever so slow. 
extra money we received at Ui 
we were able to complete carp 
projects badly needing atten 
it seems finishing each projet 
two new ones to light. I'm By 
to believe there is an endless 
of skilled tasks remaining tél 
our Lazarus comes back to 1if 
We received a big boost he! 
few weeks. Fred Coffin, ane 
has been working on the houss 
we got a start on the plumbing 
thanks to Fr. John Zeitler wig 
the pied piper to Ed Geidraim@ 
Hal Barber. We also had the sa 
of Dave Grissom for one week 
to the Presbyterian church ing 


> .% 


ola, who paid his salary to 0 puct 
with the plumbing for a weeki® nj anc 
this help we have a good state 4 

plumbing but we have a long #3 S anc 
go. There is still no functiog spit: 
bathroom and poor Norman still er ti 


to walk up to one of our Othe 
to use the ones there. 
We still need a lot of money 


fp ded 


skilled labor to complete thel a‘ 3 
With paying this month's heatl a # 
getting this issue of via te 


out and keeping up with the a 
expenses of the other two hole 
funds are too low to initiated 
work. Please consider donating 
you can spare in order to heli 
this extended, much-needed Banh 


done. 
Past Events 


For the fourth consecutive 
a peace witness took place 204% h 
Strategic Air Command in Omahgy A 
Yaska, on the Feast of Holy iil es 
About thirty-five folks gavhet 
days early.for the retreat helil 
the UNO Religious Education oa 
Omaha. A great deal of the tite 
spent in group sharing, comm Four 
building and prayer. Maryimoll® Mi 
Steve DeMott was on hand for ol Bis 
Sunday liturgy, and he brougta bior 
his mother. Steve is the brows 
our own Peter Deiott, who was® 
released from jail after sera 
for his act of disarmament s#i 
a Trident submarine in late 
are expecting to see Peter any] 
now on his way to visit his ma 
in Omaha. y 0: 

A service and witness were ii Jan 
at noon outside the main gated | 
SAC on December 28. About fity 


on hand. Candles were 1it and 
“Hiptures read to symbolize the 
nt of God in the presence of the 


sthee 2 which SAC participates daily-- 
>on premeditated targeting of tens 
counillions of innocent people with 
f —susands of thermnuclear weapons, 
oneme he clear will to use them. 
al then a group of twenty people 
or —~ a 
hol: 
nd 
of 
rit 
no 
ays 
EL 
SS 
1 the 
ry 
lL. BU 
ie} 41 i 
nanewing one of the candles pro- 
rumba’ to enter the base with the 
Re Sent of delivering a statement of 
tte to the Joint Strategic Target 
ase gning Staff. Linked arm-in-arm 
Eri isinging a song composed for the 
and eess, the group was arrested, 
isked, photographed, fingerprinted, 
Dlayes toned and issued ban-and-bar 
andeers : Several hours later they 
vices released. Ten members of the 
ankepeP had previously received ban- 
nd ieee O27 letters(several got their 
e hep such letter and one got a 
ith tth)and may face federal prosecu- 


on t=. The maximum penalty is six 
to mihs and/or $500. 
Despite the group's inability to 
has jiver their message to SAC officials, 
housadid get delivered later that day. 
ler being released, Kristin Layng 
We iienct LaMusga re-entered the base 
“janother location. Their entry went 
wticed and they were able to walk 
» SAC headquarters, hand-deliver 
} group-statemerit, and exit where 
yw had entered. The action was 
mtaneous and unannounced. and it 
eeded in completing the plan to 
house” God's message of peace and 
Seorsion to the officials who plan 


bil Tiicar targeting throughout the world. — 


pec 211 involved in the weekend re- 
on our?’ and witness, the presence of 
anya Spirit was clearly felt. Kristin 
: whage henci's miraculous entry was a 
Mr sign of the Spirit(see 1 Samuel 
us @ : : 
é =, There is no security from the 
Ject at 
December 4, the first anniversary 
the murder of four erican women 
year, fl Salvador, was Marked by a 
the member the Martyrs" memorial Mass 
Nepsst. Anthony's Church here in Des 
es. Sr. Kay Kelly, a Maryknoller 
ed ewe close friend of Sr. Maura Clarke, 
a at eour special guest for the Mass 
suse ig supper following. Sr. Kelly also 
1e waseited Harling, Panama and Neola. 
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ity tour was sponsored by the Catholic 
| Fathece Ministry of the diocese. 
yur It is clear that the Reagan admini- 


| Alonmation has turned a deaf ear to the 
rer offices of the people of El Salvador. 
recent Pentagon has started training a 
ing taipusand Salvadorean troops at Fort 
zinst gz, North Carolina. An additional 
380. Wet hundred just arrived at Fort Ben- 
y daymeg, Georgia, for officers’ training. 
other Wut forty folks showed up in the 
my of the Des Moines Federal Buil- 
held #g January 11 for a silent vigil 
at | 
ty peom 


more about local El Salvador efforts. 


over the noon hour to protest vhs 
recent development. 


(Anyone interested in finding out 


should contact the Catholic Peace ~ 


Ministry, Box 1816, Des Moines, 50306. ). 


A state-wide Nuclear Freeze confe- - 


rence was held at the Des Moines Valley 


Friends Meetinghouse on January 9. 
Over 150 folks came, twice as many 
as expected. The Nuclear Freeze 
Campaign has been sweeping the country 
this winter. It calls for mutual US 
and Soviet agreement to stop both 
production and deployment of new 
nuclear weapons. The Freeze hopes to 
mobilize large numbers of people to 
push the two governments to the 
bargaining table, and is gearing up 
especially for the second UN Special 
Disarmament Session, to be held in 
New York June 7-July 9. Those inter- 
ested should contact the Nuclear 
Freeze Campaign, 4211 Grand, Des 
Moines 50312. 

Farm Labor Organizing Committee 


FLOC )President Baldemar Velasquez 


came through on a tour of [owa to 
gain publicity for the struggle of 
the farmworkers in the Midwest to get 
contracts with Campbell's and Libby's 
through strikes in the tomato fields 
and boycotts of Campbell and Libby 
products. The tale is not new; we 
have heard it all before with Cesar 
Chavez and the farmworkers’ struggle 
in California. The unique aspect of 
this time around is the attempt to 
negotiate directly with the big 
corporations for better conditions 
for the tomato pickers of Ohio. 

This is necessary because the compa- 
nies set the terms farmers must abide 
by. 

The FLOC is looking for people to 
help organize local boycott groups 
along with recruiting full-time 
organizers for the ten major cities 
in this country. Anyone interest in 
helping with the local and state 
effort should contact Fr.John Zeitler 
at St. Ambrose Cathedral, 607 High 
St., Des Moines 50309. Anyone inter- 
ested in giving a summer to the 
struggle in Ohio should contact the 
FLOC at 7144S. Saint Clair St., 
Toledo, OH 43609(telephone 419- 
243-3456 ). 

In the never-ending saga of 
Selective Service registration, we 
find President Reagan deciding in 


favor of continuing military regis- 
tration for the draft. Later we find 
that he has threatened to initiate 
indictments by February 28 of this 
year. Reagan, who campaigned on the 
promise of raising pay. and benefits 
for the volunteer forces instead, of 

a peacetime registzation and’draft, 
has obviously changed his mind. — 

His excuse for this, turnabout is. 
that he received a “wrong signal” 
during his campaign. Instead of*saving 
six or seven days, new figures indi- 
cate that registration would save six 
or seven weeks. 

In the face of the decision to 
continue registration and the threat 
to begin indictments, the lowa 
Resisters feel that a network of 
supporters and a legal defense fund 
are necessary. They will be having 
a fundraiser on March 7 to start this 
process(details on page 2). 

This issue's lead story on Phil 
Berrigan is a good background for 
what's really happening in the Church 
today. I started by recalling Bishop 
Dingman's concern for the rise of 
fascism in America, Let me conclude 
with some thoughts sparked by Phil's 
comments on the role of bishops, 
found on page 1. He challenges them 
to begin doing civil disobedience 
(or divine obedience). This is not 
so unrealistic when we consider that 
bishops were the first to give them- 
selves up to martyrdom in the early 
church. It is up to the bishops to 
shepherd their flocks. 

One shepherd to watch is Bishop 
Matthiesen of Amarillo, who will be 
speaking at St, Ambrose on February 
12. He is the bishop who suggested 
that Catholics working at the Pantex 
plant in his diocese should reconsider 
their employment in such a clearly 
immoral occupation. 

The future path is clear. As with 
Phil, so with the bishops, gLite Sus) 
continued service with the poor and 
ongoing witness for peace. ees) te 
to us, the people of God, to push 
the church and her bishops to more 
radical Christian witness in these 
most un-Christian times. 


Archbishop 
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January 14 
Dear Frank Cordaro, John Hutchens and 
Bill Douglas, ¥ 


I am having lots of time to read 
these days. The Catholic Agitator is 
one of my favorite reading materials 
when it comes to peace and injustice 
concerns. It wasn't until I was con- 
fined to this jailhouse that I read . 
about your peace witness at the SAC 
base near Omaha. What you three bro- 
thers spoke to is surely what is at 
the heart of their profession at SAC. 
To make preparation for war and eall 
it Peace is surely at the grassroots 
of the consciousness of our nation. 
How long can the people be deceived? 
The fact the slogan was bulldozed 
the same day the truth was revealed, 
speaks to the point of how much the 
truth hurts. I surely support your 
clear stand in not cooperating with 
the courts in not signing their 
terms of probation. Christmas Day 
Peter Sprunger-Froese entered the 
Rocky Flats at 6:00am--cut the barbed 
wire fence, to enter. 6:00pm, Kris 
Selvig, Hedy Sawadsy, Jennifer Haines 
and myself walked into the west ent © 
entrance, through gates on toward 
the plant where plutonium triggers 
are built for the nuclear bombs. We 
went in to take the light that 
Jesus gave birth to bring to all of 
us. We sensed a peacefulness of Godms: 


presence as we walked until we were 
stopped by the headlights of the 

US Marshal's van. We have refused 
pond and PR. Trial is set for March 
1. Right now the five of us have 
taken up residence in Denver County 
Jail. We continue to feel peaceful 
and God's grace ascends beyond these 
steel bars. 

Our hope is the seeds planted on 
Christmas will bring forth fruit, 
only to bring honor to our Lord that 
gives life and abundantly. 

I received a photo of my prandson 
in mail today. I pray a future will 
be given him at five years of age and 
his brother six months. 

Gives me great joy to learn of 
your efforts to pring about peace. 
May God give us strength to be 
faithful. Thank you for your efforts. 


In peace, 

Ann Zook 

PO Box 1108 
Denver CO 80201 


FROM SOUTHERN AFRICA 


(Eds. note--The following letter 
comes to us from Rev. Anthony 
Gamley,; 2 Presbyterian minister 
from South Africa who taught a 
course on the Church and South 
Africa at San Francisco Theolo- 
gical Seminary this summer while 


Frank was there. 


oh 


First and foremost, thanks a mil- 
lion for arranging so promptly for 
"Via Pacis" to be sent to us so re- 
gularly. It certainly keep us in 
touch, and of course the latest one 
had a great deal of “you” in it. ie 
must congratulate you on your "state- 
ment", on your more extended article, 
and on your award! You sure seem to 
have your hands full, what with Land 
Trust, Lazarus House, COSCA, ete. It 
was most enlightening to read about it 
all. So you eventually got “one 
year's unsupervised probation" plus 
the special clause! Good for you! 

At least it must be good to be “out” 
so that you can keep on with the 
battle! 

That's more than can be Selaol = xeoie 
several additional detainees in South 


Africa: the authorities delight in 
swooping -- usually at the erack of 
dawn or in the dead of night -- on 

the homes of unsuspecting "suspects," 
and in the latest nationwide crack- 
down about 17 new folks were taken 
into detention...without charge/trial/ 
reason, naturally. 


I myself had a fairly uneventful 


arrival back into the Republic of 
South Africa: I guess looking as 
pleary-eyed and bushed as we did, #aMe2 
could hardly have seemed to be much 
a "threat" to a fly -- let alone wf 
"security" of the South Africa stam 
In the meanwhile, I am Chaplain, ‘ 
Master, and Head of the Junior Sch 
at the College mentioned on the ei 
velope. Swaziland is a tiny black | 
kingdom -- very much third world - 
bordered to the north by Marxist/ 
Commumist Mozambique, and to the @& 
and west and south by South Africa, 
The Gollege is one of four such 
United World Colleges (Wales, Brit 
Columbia, Singapore are the others) 
and is thoroughly multiracial, inte 
faith, and co-ed... thestirst oF 
which especially is a witness agai 
what happens just across the bonds? 
in South Africa! It's good to be if 
education, and we are well, busy, @ 
happy. 

Being on vacation in South Am 
(Johannesburg, house-sitting the # 
ly smart residence of a friend with 
whom I was at university) has give 
me time to reflect on whether I've 
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“detected any change in this part oi 
the world since returning. The a 
swer must be “yes," but it is chatg 
of a negative sort. The African 
National Congress are stepping up 
their bomb and other attacks on pre 
marily government-operated install 
tions, for the simple reason that @ 
believe the time for talking is pa 
and there's only one option left. 
on the other hand, most whites hav 
come to the point of banding togets 
(signs on shops invite all whites | 
go to free "civil defense" training 
sessions... i+é+, what to do in the 
case of a bombing or other threat), 
It was the "Day of the Covenant" @ 
days ago, and Afrikaner Nationalist 
politicians were out in force calli 
on their birth and kin to "fulfill 
their calling," etc. 

The whole conscientious object 
issue is quite a hot potato at pr 
sent. For the first time, South 
African males (no women!) are bell 
asked to think about what military 
training means in the South Africa 
context, ise; preparation to safe 
guard white racist supremacy in San 

- 
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a. Needless to say, for most 
eand not-so-young South Africans, 
e's no need for discussion, and 
hers the penalties loom so large 
Tightening that the subject is 
ged. Another area of civil diso- 
nce, supported by the Roman 

jlics and Presbyterians, is the 
sion by policymaking bodies in 
churches just recently to marry 
ms across the colour/race bar -- 
sar contravention of the Mixed 
ages Act. It'll be interesting 
ce what happens when an authentic 
actually comes up. 
lease keep in touch. Shalom and 
wee to you! 

ch o 
the 
tet 
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Sincerely, 
Tony 
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(Eds. note--Since the purpose of this 
column is to make more widely available 
the teaching of the official Church 

on various social questions, and since 
the usual translations tend to be in 

a very inaccessible style, the editors 
have decided to go back to the orig- 
inal languages of these documents 

and translate them into more idiomatic 
English wherever possible. It has 
always been the conviction of the 
Catholic Worker movement that the 
teachings of the Popes and councils 
must not remain the private domain 

of intellectuals, but become the 
common property of all the people 

of God. This is only possible when 

the texts are rendered as clearly 

as accurate translation will allow. 
The following passage is newly 
translated from the original French.) 


—< SSS, 


Never again one against another; 
never, never again! Isn't this the 
spirit the UN was founded in--against 
war and for peace? Listéa-to the 
clear statement made by the late 
John Kennedy four years ago: “Human- 
ity must put an end to war or war 
will put an end to humanity." There 
is no need of a long explanation of 
the supreme goal of your institution. 
All we need to do is recall that the 
blood of millions of people, 
endless suffering, appalling 
ruin and useless massacres seal your 
covenant with a single phrase that 
must change the future history of 
the world--no more war, no more war! 
It is’ peace, peace that must guide 
the destiny of peoples and of all 
humanity ! 

You know that peace isn't made | 
just by means of politics and of the 
balance of power and interests. It's 
made with the spizit, the ideas, the 
works of peace. You are working at 
this, but so far you are only at the 
beginning of your labors. Won't the 
world ever get to the point of chang- 
ing the particularist, warlike way 
of thinking that has made up so much 


of its history till now? It's hard 

to foresee the future; but its éasy 

to see that the world must put itself 
resolutely on the path to a new 
history, a peaceful history, one that 
will’ be- truly and fully human, the 
same that God has promised to people 
of good will. Its ways are laid out 
before you, and the first of them is 
disarmament. 

If you want to be brothers and s 
sisters, let the weapons fall from 
your hands. You cannot love with 
offensive weapons in your hands. 
Weapons, especially the terrible ones 
modern science has given us, 
produce viczims and ruins, 
cause evildreams, nourish ill-will, 
create nightmares, defiance, dark 
resolutions; they force enormous 
expenditures; they bring an end to 
movements of solidarity and useful 
projects; they falsify the psycho- 
logy of peoples. 

--From Pope Paul VI's 
speech to the UN 
General Assembly, 
October 4, 1965. 
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IF RELIGION HAS SO NEGLECTED THE NEEDS OF THE POOR AND THE GREAT MASS QF WORKERS AND 
PERMITTED THEM TO LIVE IN THE MOST HORRIBLE DESTITUTION WHILE COMFORTING THEM WITH 
THE SOLACE OF A PROMISE OF LIFE AFTER DEATH WHEN ALL THE TEARS SHALL BE WIPED AWAY, 
THEN THAT RELIGION IS SUSPECT. WHO WOULD BELIEVE SUCH JOB'S COMFORTERS? ON THE OTHER 
HAND IF. THOSE PROFESSING RELIGION SHARED THE LIFE OF THE POOR AND WORKED TO BETTER 
THEIR LOT, AND RISKED THEIR LIVES AS REVOLUTIONISTS DO, THEN THERE IS A RING OF TRUTH 
ABOUT THE PROMISES OF GLORY TO COME. DOROTHY DAY 
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